WILLIAM VAUGHN MOODY
out any overt expression at all, and without any change) that marriage is in his mind. He reads (to himself) the note which she leaves for her brother, and it is here that the idea of marriage begins to take firm shape in his mind, but I do not think that the subject ought to be discussed or even broached between them. In the second act it Is made clear that they were married on the very night of the attack, at San Jacinto, and the of the play goes on without change. What do you think? I have rewritten the first act on these lines, have criticised the result from every standpoint, and I firmly believe that the vexatious and long-standing problem is solved at last.
I have also made some verbal changes (chiefly omissions) in both the first and second acts, the for which I will explain at length when I 8€*e you. I shall also tighten up the encounter between Ghent and Philip in Act m, so as to make* of it a real menace on the brother's part.
I am unable to send you the revised manu-
at this moment, as I was forced by certain
sudden complications in the matter of printing
the book to          on the only copy I had to
Houghton, Mifflin.  This will be returned to me
when I shall forward it promptly to you. I
165ention
